Adrenal cytochrome-c-oxidase in neonatal and adult rats: sex differences.
Cytochrome-c-oxidase was measured in the adrenals of neonatal rats from 1 to 10 days of age and adult rats. No differences between the adrenals of female and male neonatal rats of the same age were found. Adult rats, on the contrary, showed sexual differences. Enzymatic activity was higher in males than in females. In the latter, there were important changes during the estrus cycle. The highest values were observed during diestrus and the lowest during estrus. These results provide new evidence of the close interrelations between gonads and adrenal glands during sexual maturation.